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Lab Report Checklist

Adapted from:

Department of Psychology, St. Olaf College, Northfield MN  55057

This checklist may at first look overwhelming.  But, as you work with it, it will become more and more clear how helpful this checklist is.

General requirements:

____ Technical writing professionalism.  Write-ups should be neat, free of technical errors such as spelling, incorrect references, 

incomplete labeling of graphs, Tables, etc., missing sections, etc.

Title
___ Describes your experiment
Background Information 
___ 1-2 paragraphs of prose showing your prior learning before doing this experiment.
Method

Participants:

___ Be complete about including demographic characteristics such as gender, age, and number of participants

___ Describe the way in which participants were selected

___ Describe any payments or other incentives made to participants

Apparatus & Materials

___ Standard laboratory equipment such as furniture, stopwatches, and screens (but not stools, etc.) need to be mentioned, but do not require extensive detail.  

___ Special furniture or other features of the laboratory should be detailed.  

___ Identify specialized equipment by the model number and supplier's name (look for it!).  

___ Describe supplies and other materials used.

Design and Procedure

___  independent variables, and how they were manipulated

___  dependent variables, and how they were measured

___ Say how participants were assigned to conditions (was it randomly or not?)

___ Note at what point instructions were given to participants

___ Give a summary or paraphrase of any instructions given to participant.

Results

___ All tables, or figures of any kind (e.g., graphs, pieces of chart recordings, computer print-out, etc.)  must be numbered consecutively as Tables (Table 1, Table 2, etc.)  or Figures (Figure 1, Figure 2, etc.)  and labeled, and referred to in your write-up by Figure or Table number.  Figure number and captions go under figures.  Table numbers and captions go above tables. 

___ Include observations that you as a good researcher spot that could have influenced the results. 

___ Include sufficient detail to justify conclusions you will wish to draw about them when you get to the next section, the Discussion.

Analysis and Conclusion
___ Describe the basic conclusions you come up with based on the results you just summarized in the RESULTS section.

___ Make clear in your own words how the data supported or did not support what you expected or hypothesized that you would find.  

___ Answer the "So what?" question, extending your findings into your own life showing what implications your own findings might have for you.  

___ Say what you learned from what did not go as expected.  How good an observer can you be of how you might do things differently another time?
Sources of Error (Confounds)
___ State mistakes you made in your experiment and how they could affect your results.
References

___ References in APA Format (American Psychological Association Publication Manual Format).  PAY METICULOUS ATTENTION TO EVERY PERIOD, COMMA, ITALICIZED WORD, ETC.  DO NOT LOSE POINTS ON THIS!!

